To: Mr. Mirek Topolanek, 
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic 

22 April 2009

Chişinău, Republic of Moldova
Your Excellency, 

We are writing to you to draw your attention to specific recommendations regarding the situation in Moldova, following the demonstrations, which took place from 6 April. 
We urge you to raise our concerns and highlight our recommendations in all communications with the Moldovan government, European Union (EU) and other intergovernmental organizations. 
Recommendations: 

1. To demand that the Moldovan authorities, with the assistance of a EU team of experts, start an extensive and independent investigation into all cases of torture and other violations of human rights of people detained after the protests from 6 April 2009; to provide compensation to victims of illegal actions on behalf of the state authorities and to bring to justice those responsible for these violations;
2. To demand that the Moldovan authorities pay special attention to the cases of Valeriu Boboc, Eugen Tapu and Ion Tibuleac and to the circumstances of their deaths, to find those responsible and bring them to justice;
3. To demand that the Moldovan authorities fulfill the previously undertaken obligations to ensure equal access to all political parties and civil society to the public television channel Moldova 1 and National Radio;
4. To demand that the Moldovan authorities fully respect the Law on the Parliamentary Advocates (Ombudsmen) in order to secure unlimited access for the members of the Consultative Council against Torture, which is affiliated to the Office of the Ombudsman, to all places of detention for monitoring the situation in those institutions, as provided in the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention against Torture;
5. To demand that the Moldovan authorities allow access of lawyers and doctors to all people in police detention;

6. To demand that the Moldovan authorities stop the harassment, intimidation and obstruction of detained people, detained and released people and/or their relatives in their efforts to document and complain about the torture, ill-treatment and other human rights violations that they have suffered while in police detention;
7. To call on the Moldovan authorities to create necessary conditions for the medical profession to diagnose accurately all complaints of physical harm and injuries inflicted during police custody and allow the medical profession provide qualitative services to everyone irrespective of the complaint;

8. In the short-term, to request the EU to encourage, support and facilitate the Council of Europe and the UN in sending a professional and independent mission to Moldova to investigate the events of 7-8 April, including the widespread human rights violations during the mass arrests that followed the acts of violence of 7 April, as well as the proceedings following those arrests;
9. To demand that the Moldovan authorities take appropriate measures in the sphere of the rule of law, including establishing a long-term EU Rule of Law Mission to Moldova to facilitate and provide expertise within the reform of law enforcement governmental agencies and public mass media institutions.
Sincerely, 

Igor Dolea, Director, Institute for Penal Reform of Moldova

Evghenii Goloşceapov, Lawyer, civil society activist

Igor Grosu, Independent expert, civil society activist

Vlad Gribincea, President, Public association Lawyers for Human Rights 

Vanu Jereghi, Vice President of the Consultative Council for the Prevention of Torture (OPCAT 

National Preventive Mechanism), Director of Moldovan Human Rights Institute

Nadejda Hriptievschi, Lawyer, civil society activist

Vlad Lupan, Independent expert

Ion Manole, Director, Promo-Lex Association

Sergiu Ostaf, Director, Centre for Human Rights Resources, CReDO

Ludmila Popovici, Director, RCTV Memoria (Rehabilitation Centre for Torture Victims)

Veaceslav Ţurcan, Defence lawyer and civil society activist
Viorel Soltan, Director, Center for Health Policies and Studies
Victor Ursu, Executive Director, Soros Foundation – Moldova

Victor Zaharia, Lawyer, Institute for Penal Reform, State University of Moldova


